
end of 2015. This introduction has 

assisted both the children and 

parents moving to their new room 

to have an opportunity to meet 

their new educators and become 

familiar with the section, the pro-

gram and routines.  

Welcome to our first newsletter 

for the year. Our newsletter is 

published monthly and will include 

informative information about the 

current and planned activities and 

functions at the centre and infor-

mation regarding current early 

childhood education. If you have 

any suggestions for inclusion, or 

would like information on specific 

topics please feel free to email 

eileen@iimetro.com.au    

Your first newsletter will provide 

you with information about 

UPCCC and will introduce our 

Management Committee and staff 

members. 

I hope you enjoy this and the fol-

lowing newsletters throughout the 

year. 

Regards Eileen 

A very Happy New Year to all 

our families and a warm wel-

come to those new families join-

ing our community in 2016. We 

hope your time at UPCCC will 

be positive and rewarding. Our 

parent contributions to UPCCC 

are very much appreciated, and 

there are various ways you can 

become actively involved in the 

centre. These include: your input 

in the centre through involve-

ment in the Management Com-

mittee, centre working bee’s, 

our fantastic social events, ex-

cursions and incursions with the 

children and through your spe-

cial talents and expertise that 

you are able to share with us.  

For our new families joining 

UPCCC IN 2016, we appreciate 

and thank parents for the time 

spent in the centre during orien-

tation. This is such an important 

time where you have the oppor-

tunity to spend as much time as 

you need with your educators 

sharing information and insight 

about your special child. We 

recognize that no one knows 

your child better than you do, 

and we value your advice and 

knowledge. Similarly we are 

more than happy to share infor-

mation with you about  your 

child’s experiences and progress 

each day. As well as the impor-

tant daily discussions, we encour-

age you to take time to look 

though the floor books and daily 

journals which have photos and 

stories about happenings 

throughout the day.  

We welcome and enjoy having 

parents visit and share their in-

terests, culture or talents 

(musical, cooking, art, craft, hob-

bies, professional, even spending 

time reading a story, sharing your 

language through song and story-

telling) with the children. If you 

would like to be involved in this 

way, don’t be shy, talk with your 

Educators and together you can 

organize a time to present your 

contribution to the program. 

 We have had a very gentle and 

positive start to the year. Feed-

back from parents and our edu-

cators indicate the success of the 

planned group visits and parent 

orientation evening held at the 
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ANU School of Music - Music Engagement Program with convener, Professor Susan West 

Happy Birthday Susan. We held a surprise morning tea for our special Susan, to celebrate her birthday. It 

was very special to acknowledge the contribution to UPCCC from Susan and her music staff. She has 

introduced a lovely repertoire of songs to the children and educators and we look forward to our weekly 

visit. For our new families, Susan is the convener of the ANU School of Music - Music Engagement Pro-

gram (MEP) and UPCCC and ANU MEP have developed a partnership to help provide sustainable music 

engagement for the children and families at UPCCC. In particular, MEP aims to ensure that high-quality 

music education is accessible to children in ACT.  
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Welcome to 2016 at UPCCC 

http://musicengagementprogram.org/blog/


The University Preschool & Child Care Centre is an Incorporated Association and all of our families are automatically members of the 

association. We are a Community Based not for profit centre and we are managed by a voluntary Management Committee comprised of 

parents, the Director and representatives from the staff.  

Our AGM will be held on 24th March and more information about this very important meeting will be included in the February Newslet-

ter. From February, when all of our new families have commenced, we will be actively encouraging parents to consider joining the 2016 

committee.  

The table below introduces our current Management Committee members and their child’s room should you care to meet and discuss 

with them their role as a member of the management committee. Also, located on notice boards in each room are listed the names and 

contact details for each committee member. Parents are welcome to contact any member to discuss UPCCC matters.  

If you would like to find out more information on the role of the management committee, the sections, the curriculum, or if you have any 

concerns, or any great ideas that you feel would benefit the centre, please do not hesitate to contact Lynley, Eileen a staff member or a 

Management Committee member. We are here to assist you in any way and also to ensure that your needs are being met and that your 

family is welcomed and that you feel you are a special member of UPCCC. 

The centre will be closed on the following Public Holidays: 

Australia Day - Tuesday 26th January 

Canberra Day - Monday 14th March 

Good Friday - Friday 25th March 

Easter Monday - Monday 28th March 

Dates to add to your diary now: 

AGM - Thursday, 24th March 2016 

Staff Development Day - Friday 15th July 

Introducing the Management Committee 
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President Stephanie Peatling Bilbies 

Vice President Piers Kelly Possum & Geckos 

Treasurer Thu-Huong Roberts Echidnas 

Assistant Treasurer Jingshi (Jason) Li Geckos 

Secretary Cinnamon van Reyk Echidnas 

Public Officer Yona Nebel ( resigned  

10/11/15) 

 

Parent Rep Bronwyn Davis Bilbies 

Parent Rep Joan Licata Echidnas 

Parent Rep Cristina Robins-Figl Bilbies 

Parent Rep Fang Yuan Geckos 

Parent Rep Sarah Olesen Echidnas 

Parent Rep Alessandra Capezio Kookaburras 

Parent Rep Adam Leavesley Kookaburras 

Parent Rep Jodie Neale Bilbies 

Director Lynley Rees Office 

Assistant Director Eileen Webster Office 

Preschool Teacher Simone Jordan Geckos 

Preschool Rep Kira Robinson Echidnas 

Toddler/Nursery Rep Tanya Liu Gumnuts 

A message from ACT Government 

SUPPORT FOR YOUR CHILD’S DEVELOPMENT 

A new ‘Child Development Service’ has commenced this 

year in the ACT supporting families with concerns about 

their child’s development. This may include concerns 

with speech and language, movement, hand skills, self 

care, social or emotional development. 

This new service will provide assessment and referral for 

children 0-6 years, as well as children up to 8 years with 

complex needs and who have not had a previous diagno-

sis. An autism assessment is also available for children 

aged to 12 years. 

Some initial therapy sessions for children who are not 

eligible for the National Disability Insurance Scheme will 

be provided. 

For more information visit 

www.communityservices.act.gov.au/

childdevelopmentservice 

http://www.communityservices.act.gov.au/childdevelopmentservice
http://www.communityservices.act.gov.au/childdevelopmentservice


Introducing UPCCC’s Early Childhood Educators and Support Staff 
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REMINDER - We remind parents to drive slowly and with great care when entering and leaving the car park. Avoid walking across 

the car park, use the footpaths and always hold your child by the hand. REMEMBER Road Safety starts with YOU.  

Position Staff member 

Centre Director - full time Lynley Rees 

Assistant Director & Educational Leader - full time  Eileen Webster 

Administration Assistant - full time (8.30 to 2.30) Jo-Ann Fordham 

Preschool  

Preschool Teacher/Section Leader - full time Simone Jordan 

Part time L3 Educator - M,T,W Norma Rutter 

Part time L4 Educator - Th, F  Helen Chan 

Pre school Teacher Echidna - full time (7.45 - 3.15) Jessie Chan 

L4 Educator - full time Tongbo Sun 

L4 Educator - Preschool Floater - full time Kitra Robinson 

L4 Educator - PM Preschool Floater - M,T  Helen Chan 

L4 Educator - PM & Non Contact Floater - W,Th,F Lisa Perrot 

Toddlers  

L4 Educator - Room Leader Kookaburras - full time Jessie Zala 

L4 Educator - Kookaburra - full time Julie Robinson 

L4 - am - M,T - Toddler Floater Cass Nokham 

L4 - am - W,Thu, F - Toddler Floater Katie McCarthy 

Inclusion Support - Toddlers - W,Th,F Colleen Vesseur 

L4 Educator - Room Leader Bilbies - full time Jess Roberts 

L3 Educator - Bilbies - full time Jess Henman 

L3 Educator - Toddler Floater - full time May Lewis 

PM Floater Toddlers & Study Leave - part time To be advised 

Nursery  

Preschool Teacher/Nursery &Toddler Section Leader - full time Tanya Liu 

* L3 Educator - Gumnuts - M,T Camilla Liu / Ingrid Moe 

L3 Educator -  Gumnuts - W,Th,F Mirja Haavisto 

L4 Educator - Possum Room Leader - full time Hang Hoang 

L3 Educator - Possum - full time Zarah Kanwal 

L3 Educator - Nursery Floater - full time Lathika Athugalage 

L3 Educator - PM Nursery Floater & Non contact time relief Home Phounsalith 

Centre Floaters  

L4 Educator - Centre Floater - full time Lindsay O’Malley 

L3 Educator - Centre Floater - full time Paula Wotten 

Maternity Leave  

Preschool Teacher & Educational Leader Mel Collings 

L4 Educator & Toddler Section Leader - full time Taite Gregg 

L3 Educator - Kookaburras - part time  Michelle Whittle 

* L3 Educator - Gumnuts - Mat Leave commencing March 2016 Camilla Liu    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Handyman Eddie 

Eddie Signorini has been appointed as 

Handyman for all the Child Care 

Centres on ANU campus. Eddie is 

based at UPCCC and organises work 

between the four ANU centres with 

WH&S issues as number one prior-

ity. Daily, weekly and monthly rou-

tine maintenance checks and special 

projects are attended to in accor-

dance with the job description. All 

other maintenance work is organised 

through ANU Facilities & Services. 

Eddie is also a keen participant in the 

centre social functions and working 

bees and also holds an honorary 

teaching role, often called upon by 

the children and teachers to present 

a group time  - ’Tool Time with 

Eddie’. Eddie  shows the children the 

tools in his tool box and demon-

strates how they work. This learning 

experience is most popular with the 

children. 

Our Cleaning Contractor 

Brad Castles from Mirrortone Com-

mercial Cleaning attends to our daily 

housekeeping between 11am and 

1.30pm then he returns after hours 

to attend to the carpet, linoleum and 

general cleaning. Since Brad was 

awarded the contract to clean 

UPCCC, the quality of  the centre 

cleaning has improved immensely. 
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PLAY DOUGH RECIPE 

Our educators are very experienced 

at making perfect play dough, and 

we are often asked for our recipe. 

This recipe is easy and guaranteed 

to work every time. 

2 cups of plain flour 

1 cup of salt 

4 tablespoons of cream of tartar 

2 cups of boiling water 

2 tablespoons of cooking oil 

Food colouring  (or powder paint) 

Mix all ingredients together until 

combined  and then kneed well. 

Enjoy! 

University Preschool & Child Care Centre Inc 

‘Where education care and community come together’ 

It is time to farewell our Gecko’s and their families. 

It is time to say ‘Goodbye’ to the last of the Gecko children and their families who 

are leaving UPCCC this week to commence Primary School. For these children the 

transition to school is a major event in their lives, particularly for those families who 

have had a long association with UPCCC - many families for 5 to 8 years.  

Following are some transition challenges from the child’s perspective:  

Wellbeing: Am I safe, secure and supported in this place? Do I have a friend or a 

champion here? Will my interests, strengths, abilities and family background be un-

derstood and responded to positively by the teachers? 

Identity status: Who am I in this new place? Am I the oldest, youngest, liked, valued 

and seen as competent? Will I have the opportunity to build on my sense of identity, 

to flourish as a learner and to grow in all areas of my development? ƒ   

Roles and responsibilities: What is expected of me here? What are the rules and 

the acceptable ways of being in this place? Will I be included and able to contribute in 

meaningful ways?  

Get off to a Great Start This New School Year by becoming involved in your School 

community.  

Getting involved  in your school - this is a great way for the whole family to en-

gage and stay connected with your school’s community. Get to know your 

child’s teachers and other families, attend events or volunteer, and if you can, take 

part in school committees. Get online, to help make 2016 school year a good one 

for your children, take a look at some of the fact sheets and resources avail-

able online. These include tips and advice on supporting and encouraging learning, 

and how to build confidence.          For details see “Starting School - A guide for 

parents 2015 -2016”            

 Get engaged   with your child’s learning - Children do better and learn 

more when families and teachers work together. Take some time to explore 

the range of publications available on parental engagement, why it matters, how it 

works and how best to foster it. Get talking  - Communication is key. Good 

communication between parents and teachers ensures everyone is on the same page.  

A good thing for parents to remember is that children usually take 3 to 8 weeks to 

settle into school. Some settle more quickly, while for others the process takes more 

time. It is important for parents to be positive and realistic about this process. 

The start of school will focus on meeting the 

children and teachers and doing lots of inter-

esting activities, and learning what it is to be 

a school-child. This is a very special time for 

the family, a time to look forward to the 

future and enjoy. 

Finally to those families who are leaving us, 

we wish you all the very best for the future. 

Stay in touch and drop in for a visit. We love 

to see how our former children are growing 

and hear about their learning, interests  and 

achievements.  

Follow us on  

Facebook & Twitter. 

http://www.det.act.gov.au/school_education/starting_school
http://www.det.act.gov.au/school_education/starting_school

