
Dear Parents 

A very happy new year to all 

our families, and a very warm 

welcome to the families join-

ing the UPCCC community in 

2017. We hope your time with 

us will be positive and reward-

ing. There are many ways 

parents can become actively 

involved in center activities 

and these include joining the 

management committee (more 

information about the manage-

ment committee in the Febru-

ary newsletter); policy review 

committee, centre working 

bee’s, our wonderful social 

events, excursions and incur-

sions with the children and 

through your special talents, 

interests and expertise that you 

are able to share with us. We 

welcome your  involvement at 

UPCCC. 

Welcome to the first newslet-

ter for the year. Our newsletter 

is published monthly and in-

cludes information on the edu-

cational programs, planned 

social functions & centre news 

It will also include information 

on current early childhood 

education issues. If you have 

any suggestions on inclusions, 

or would like information on 

specific topics please feel free 

to email  the office or direct to  

unipresc@iimetro.com.au 

eileen@iimetro.com.au 

             

We appreciate and thank our 

new families for the time you 

have spent in the centre  dur-

ing orientation. This is such an 

important time where you 

spend as much time as you 

need getting to know our edu-

cators and sharing information  

about your special child. We 

recognize that no one knows 

your child better than you do, 

and we value the advice and 

insight about your child and 

your family that you share 

with us. This information as-

sists our educators to plan 

ways to support both you and 

your child to feel welcome and  

a special part of UPCCC. 

Similarly we will share infor-

mation with you about your 

child’s experiences and pro-

gress each day. As well as the 

important daily discussions, 

we encourage you to look at 

the educational program, pho-

tos and notices which are there 

to inform you. We welcome 

and enjoy having parents visit 

and participate in the educa-

tion program by sharing your 

interests, culture or talents 

with the children -  these tal-

ents may include cooking, 

music, art or craft, profes-

sional, or just spending 10  

minutes reading a story to the 

children. If you would like to 

be involved in this way, don’t 

hesitate to speak with the edu-

cators and together you can 

organize a time to present your 

contribution to the education 

program. 

The commencement of the 

year has been very gentle and 

positive. Feedback from both 

parents and educators indicate 

the success of the planned 

group visits and parent orien-

tation evening held in 2016. 

We have had good feedback 

on the development of the 

Transition Booklets. The in-

formation on what to expect in 

your child’s new room is a 

great resource for parents.  

The UPCCC Educators com-

menced the year by attending 

a training session on Docu-

mentation of Children’s 

Learning. This inspirational 

training has made us focus on 

how we observe and document 

the children’s learning and as 

a result our Room Leaders will 

be implementing some 

changes. More information 

will be available as soon as we 

have completed the plans for 

documenting our Educational 

Program. 

Finally, thank you to those 

parents who have adjusted 

their fees to the new rate.  

We look forward to a great 

new year at UPCCC. 
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The University Preschool & Child Care Centre is an Incorporated Association and all of our enrolled families are automatically 

members of the association. We are a Community Based not for profit centre and we are managed by a voluntary Management 

Committee comprised of parents, the Director and representatives from the staff. 

Our AGM will be held on 31st March. Information about this very important meeting will be included in the February Newslet-

ter, emailed to parents and advertised in each room. Most of our new families will have commenced by mid February, and we 

will be actively encouraging parents to consider joining the 2017 committee. 

The table below introduces our current management members and the room in which their child is enrolled. You are welcome to 

contact any member to discuss with them their role on the committee. Contact details for committee members are located on 

notice boards in each room and parents are welcome to contact any member of the committee to discuss UPCCC matters. 

The Management Committee welcomes new families to UPCCC. If you would like to find out more information on the role of 

the committee, the staff, our Educational Program or if you have any concerns, or any great ideas that you feel would benefit the 

centre, please do not hesitate to contact Lynley, Eileen, a  room leader, or a management member. We are here to assist you and 

to ensure that your family is feeling welcomed and that your needs are being met.  

Introducing the UPCCC Management Committee 

President Stephanie Peatling Echidnas 

Vice President Bronwyn Davis Kookaburras 

Treasurer Thu-Huong Roberts Geckos 

Secretary Cinnamon van Reyk resigned  - 23/12/2016 

Public Officer Adam Leavesley Echidnas 

Parent Rep Fang Yuan Gecko 

Parent Rep Jodie Neale Echidnas 

Parent Rep Peter Linardakis Gumnut 

Parent Rep Erin Dampeny Echidnas 

Parent Rep Gina Schwass Possum 

Parent Rep Hanna Suominen Bilbies 

Parent Rep Hrvoje (H) Pejcinovic Gumnuts, Bilbies, Geckos 

Parent Rep Joan Licata Geckos 

Director Lynley Rees Office 

Assistant Director Eileen Webster Office 

Pre-school Rep Jessie Chan Geckos 

Toddler Rep Taite Gregg Kookaburras 

Nursery Rep Tanya Liu Gumnuts 

The centre will be closed on the follow-

ing days in 2017: 

Australia Day - Thursday, 26th January 

Canberra Day - Monday, 13th March 

Good Friday - Friday, 14th April  

Easter Monday - Monday, 17th April  

ANZAC Day -Tuesday, 25th April 

Queen’s Birthday -Monday, 12th June 

 

Date to add to your diary now: 

Staff Development Day - 

Friday 14th July 

Family & Community Day—25th Sept 

Labour Day Monday, 2nd October 

Christmas Day, Monday, 25th December 

ANU closure between Christmas and 

New Year. 

Management Committee Meeting 19/01/2017 

Meetings held on Thursday, 19th January 2017 and 

chaired by Stephanie Peatling - President. The minutes 

of the November 17th meetings were approved as a 

true and accurate record. 

President’s Report: Stephanie Peatling reported on 

the meeting held with Vice President Bronwyn Davis 

and Director Lynley Rees reviewing 2016 and for-

ward planning for 2017. Management supports the 

staff plans to include 4 Food Weeks in the 2017 edu-

cational program. Reminder in the Newsletter to par-

ents to adjust their fee payments to the 2017 rate. 

Treasurer’s Report: Lynley Rees (on behalf of Treas-

urer Thu-Huong Roberts) reported that UPCCC is 

tracking well to budget. There were slightly higher 

expenses in November due to 3 pay periods and in 

December, due to the payment of Annual Leave Load-

ing to all staff. Hardwicks have the annual audit 

scheduled for February 8th and 9th and the audit 

should be available for management to ratify at the 

March meeting. 

Director’s Report: Lynley Rees reported that she will 

update the Policy Handbook on the UPCCC website. 

There continues to be high utilisations of placements in 

January. Staff member Colleen Vesseur is currently 

taking LSL. We are looking for educators to fill float-

ing roles wthin the centre. Federal Government Long 

Day Care Professional Development Funding will 

cease in June 2017. UPCCC does budget 20,000 

annually for PD - this amount covers the costs of work-

shops only - it does not include the back-fill of staff. 

UPCCC was successful in their application for the Pre-

school Matters Grant. We received the full amount of 

$550 specifically to cover the costs of printing the 

Transition Booklets. 

Other Business: Hrvoje discussed additional shade 

cover for the Preschool garden. ANU has declined the 

offer to assist with payment to replace the existing 

cover. Lynley will price new shade cloth and UPCCC 

will approach Federal Member Andrew Leigh for 

access to Community Services Funding. As the pre-

school garden is very cold in winter, discussion centred 

on not over-shading the garden. 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 16th Feb-

ruary at 12.30 in Lynley’s office. 



 

 Introducing UPCCC’s Early Childhood Educators  

and Support Staff 
Position Staff member 

Centre Director - full time Lynley Rees 

Assistant Director & Educational Leader - full time  Eileen Webster 

Educational Leader -  M,T,W Mel Collings 

Administration Assistant - full time (8.30 to 2.30) Jo-Ann Fordham 

Preschool  

Preschool Teacher/Section Leader - full time (7.45 - 3.15) Jessie Chan 

L3 Educator - M,T,W Norma Rutter 

L4 Educator - Th, F  Helen Chan 

Pre school Teacher Echidna - full time  Kira Robinson 

L3 Educator - full time Paula Wotten 

L4 Educator - Preschool Support  - full time Tongbo Sun 

L4 Educator - Preschool Floater - pm - M,T  Helen Chan 

L4 Educator - Non Contact & Preschool Floater - full time Grace Odell 

Toddlers  

L4 Educator - Section & Room Leader Kookaburras –T,W,Th,F Taite Gregg 

L4 Educator - Room Leader  (M) T & Toddler Floater am - F Cass Nokham 

L3 Educator -Toddler Floater am -W,Th   Camilla Liu 

L3 Educator - Kookaburra - full time Maria Pantano 

Inclusion Support - Toddlers - W,Th,F Colleen Vesseur 

L4 Educator - Room Leader Bilbies - full time Julie Robinson 

L3 Educator - Bilbies - full time Jess Henman 

L3 Educator - Toddler Floater - full time May Lewis 

L3 Floater Toddler Floater -  full time (12.15 - 5.45) Hong Zhou 

Nursery  

Preschool Teacher/NurserySection Leader - full time Tanya Liu 

L4 Educator - Gumnuts - M,T,W Fiona Hodge 

L3 Educator -  Gumnuts - Th,F Mirja Haavisto 

L4 Educator - Possum Room Leader - full time Miporn Sorn 

L3 Educator - Possum - full time Hang Hoang 

L3 Educator - Nursery Floater - full time Lathika Athugalage 

L3 Educator - Nursery pm Floater & Non contact time relief Home Phounsalith 

L3 Educator –Nursery am floater - full time (8.00 to 3.00) Joelyn Wang 

Centre Floaters  

L3 Educator - Centre Floater - full time Zahra Kanwal 

L4 Educator  - Preschool & Centre Floater am - M,T,W  Katie McCarthy 

L3 Educator  -  Preschool & Centre Floater am - Th,F Michelle Whittle 

Maternity Leave  

Nursery - commencing December 2016 Arathi Gururaj 

Preschool - commencing February 2017 Lisa Perrot 

Our Handyman Eddie 

For our new families, let me intro-

duce our Eddie. Eddie Signorini has 

been appointed as Handyman for all 

the Child Care Centres on ANU 

campus. Eddie is based at UPCCC 

and organises work between the 

four ANU centres with WH&S 

issues as number one priority. 

Daily, weekly and monthly routine 

maintenance checks and special 

projects are attended to in accor-

dance with the job description. All 

other maintenance work is organ-

ised through ANU Commercial 

Services. 

Eddie is also a keen participant in 

the centre social functions and 

working bees. He holds an honorary 

teaching role, often called upon by 

the children and teachers to present 

a group time - ‘Tool Time with 

Eddie’. Eddie  shows the children 

the tools in his tool box and demon-

strates how they work. This learn-

ing experience is most popular with 

the children.  

Our Cleaning Contractor 

Brad Castles from Mirrortone Com-

mercial Cleaning attends to our 

daily housekeeping between 11am 

and 1.30pm then he returns after 

hours to attend to the carpet, lino-

leum and general cleaning. Since 

Brad was awarded the contract to 

clean UPCCC, the quality of  the 

centre cleaning has improved im-

mensely. Brad is greeted with en-

thusiasm as he attends to his work 

throughout the centre and he is of-

ten seen with his special laundry 

basket, creatively decorated by the 

2016 Echidna class.  

“The most important period of 
life is not the age of university 
studies, but the first one, the 
period from birth to the age of 
six.” 

- Maria Montessori 

 



REMINDER - We remind parents to drive slowly and with great care when entering and leaving the car park. Avoid walking  

across the car park, use the footpaths and always hold your child by the hand. REMEMBER Road Safety starts with YOU.  

Meal suggestions - A focus on Nutrition 
The early years are a time when food habits are being devel-

oped, many of which will be retained throughout life. Food 

should not only be nutritious, it should also help to meet the 

social, cultural and educational needs of the children. This 

learning environment can be enhanced by the inclusion of care-

fully chosen food awareness learning experiences.  

Faye Levin, an Accredited Practicing Dietician (APD) with 

ACT Health, has accepted an invitation to join us for a series of 

3 early morning information sessions focused on age appropri-

ate nutritional requirements and meal suggestions for families. 

This is the second such series that Faye has presented at 

UPCCC which were popular with parents. Faye will provide 

samples of and recipes for healthy snacks and she will answer 

questions from the floor. The sessions will commence at 8.30am 

on the dates listed below and our educators will have an early 

morning tea ready for families to enjoy as you listen to Faye’s 

presentation on nutrition.                                                                                                                                     

Faye will join us on the following dates:  

NURSERY - Friday, 24th February commencing  at 8.30 

TODDLERS - Friday, 3rd March commencing at 8.30 

PRESCHOOL - Friday, 10th March commencing at 8.30 

Families not enrolled on Friday’s are welcome to attend the 

information session in their section on the day.  

We look forward to you joining us as we increase our knowl-

edge about nutritional needs for the family.  

An information flyer will soon be available in each room, we 

look forward to our company. 

The Music Engagement Program (MEP) has recom-

menced.  For our new families, Assoc. Prof Susan West is 

the convener of the ANU School of Music MEP. UPCCC 

and ANU MEP have developed a partnership to help pro-

vide sustainable music engagement for our children and 

families. In particular, MEP aims to ensure that high-

quality music education is accessible to children in ACT. 

The MEP is held weekly in each section of our centre and 

parents are very welcome to stay and join in singing ses-

sion. Singing is a lovely way to start the day. 

 

Every year children under five drown in backyard 

pools – accidents we can help prevent. As a commu-

nity we are all responsible for safety around pools and 

together we can reduce the risk of children drowning 

in swimming pools in the ACT. The following link will 

give you information and advice on how you can help 

keep our kids safe this summer. It provides details on 

the importance of:  

close supervision of children in and around the pool; 

knowing CPR, which can save lives and, if performed      

early, help reduce serious or long-term injuries;  

checking pool barriers meet current safety standards. 

act.gov.au/backyardlifeguard 

2017 Car Park Changes 

Lynley has been notified by ANU Parking of changes to the 

current arrangements to our car park in mid to late January 

2017.  ANU will be making changes to the number of 

available Child Care Patron’s Only car spaces in our car park. 

Pay park machines will be installed in the car park for use by 

visitors to ANU, UPCCC and to Crawford School.  

Our Management discussed the impact of these changes on 

UPCCC parents and encourage parents who may receive a 

Parking Infringement Notice to report directly to ANU Parking 

and also inform Lynley. Should the removal of a number of our 

Child Care Patron’s Only car spaces  impact on UPCCC, 

Management will have further consultation with ANU Parking. 

Heritage car park is available for use by families at both 

centres. Please feel free to park at Heritage should our spaces 

be taken. 

University Preschool & Child Care Centre Inc 

Building 75 

Lennox Crossing  ANU Canberra ACT 0200 

Phone: 6125 4113 

Email: unipresc@iimetro.com.au 

Mel will recommence yoga sessions  on 30th January. 

For new families, yoga is held weekly in each section. 

Mel our Educational Leader, is a qualified Yoga in-

structor and introduced Yoga to our Educational Pro-

gram last year - this was well received by the families. 

Mel has also organized for the preschool children to 

participate in swimming lessons at Kingswim Deakin. 

These lessons will commence on 1st May and more 

information will be available to the preschool parents  

throughout this term.  

Follow UPCCC on 

Facebook & Twitter 

http://www.planning.act.gov.au/backyardlifeguard/home

