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Camping - cold air, dark night, warm fire, bright stars – author unknown 

Dear Families 

I am alarmed there is only 1 week until we close for our Christmas holiday, what has happened to 
2017? I remember as a child waiting, waiting for the Christmas season to arrive however, now my 
wish is for time to pass a little more slowly. I recently returned from a wonderful overseas holiday to 
the UK and France. I loved the UK and can highly recommend the mountains of Wales and the 
Cornish coastline as holiday destinations. I also spent a few days in the most beautiful town of Troyes 
in France. Enough about my holiday, what has been happening at UPCCC? 

Our garden upgrade is slowly advancing and to date is scheduled for completion Feb/March 2018. 
The inclement weather has not helped in keeping the work on schedule however, the plan is to have 
part of the Toddler garden and one sandpit ready to start 2018. We were all pleased to see the 
concrete pour take place on time. I like the variety of colours in the paths, which will be enhanced by 
the planting of flowers and shrubs. Our educators are keen to re-establish the gardens and have 
some great ideas to make the outdoor environments exciting and challenging for the children. The 
toddler bridge was relocated to the preschool garden to allow for the news paths. We will chat with 
our Eddie and see if he can build a replacement structure when the renovations are complete. The 
toddler and nursery children are enjoying the challenges of the preschool garden and the opportunity 
to interact with the preschool children and teachers. All our educators are to be commended for 
ensuring the care and education of the children continues to be the number one priority under these 
current challenging circumstances. 

During December Gumnut’s have had a student currently enrolled in the Bachelor of Teaching / 
Bachelor of Education (Birth to Five Years) degree program at Charles Sturt University undertaking a 
20 day prac placement in the section. 

The Breast Cancer Research fund raiser organised by Jess Henman raised $1750. Many thanks to the 
parents who donated to this important research. The staff enjoyed the ‘Girls Night In’ with wining, 
dining and movies – a great way to raise money.  



Sun safe reminder 
Children tend to spend more time being active outdoors, and they are not thinking about long term 
sun related consequences! Outdoor play is good, but it is important that sensible sun protection is 
also adopted when necessary. Remember to teach your children the importance of - 

 

Staff news 
Lynley has returned from three weeks leave visiting family in New Zealand. Tongbo has returned to 
work following time off which included a trip home to China to visit her family. Misorn will commence 
7 weeks leave on 11th December to travel home to Myanmar to spend time with her family. Maria is 
heading off to explore the UK and will be away for 3 weeks commencing 18th December. Joelyn will 
be on leave all of January to spend time with her family who are visiting from China. Jess Henman will 
be enjoying an island holiday for the first three weeks of January. Cass will also be enjoying an island 
holiday with her family for the last two weeks of January and Paula will be spending time with her 
family for the first week of January as will Tanya. All will return refreshed and ready for a great 2018.     

We congratulate Gecko teacher Helen Chan on successfully completing a Bachelor of Education at 
University of Canberra. Well done Helen.   

2018 staffing                                                   

Lynley has reviewed staffing requirements for 2018. Taking into account the needs of the centre and 
requests from staff, the following staff changes will take place commencing January 3rd 2018: 

  

Helen Chan Educational Leader Replacing Mel Collings 

Mel Collings Maternity Leave from end January   

Kira Robinson Toddler Section Leader/Kookaburra 
Room 

Replacing Taite Gregg 

Veena Kumar Echidna Room Leader commencing 
Monday, 5th February. 

Replacing Kira 

Paula Wotten Gecko assistant – full time  

Zahra Kanwal Gecko assistant – part time Th,F – job share with 
Norma Rutter M,T,W 

Katie McCarty Echidna Floater M,T,W 

Michelle Whittle Echidna Floater Th,F 

Bingo Chan Preschool Floater Full time 

Lisa Perrot AM Toddler Floater Returning from maternity 
leave. W,Th – job share 
with Cass Nokham M,T,F 

  

Our educators are looking forward to the New Year, settling in their new positions and supporting 
families as they orientate / settle in their new rooms. We are looking to recruit an additional Diploma 
qualified floater in the New Year, all other centre positions remain unchanged.                                                             



Centre Happenings 

Christmas Party 
Thank you to all who attended our Christmas Party and for bringing delicious plates of afternoon tea 
to share with the community. We enjoyed your company and had a great party. Santa was a big hit 
and the arrival of the fire brigade was an extra special surprise – we may need to replace our 
MasterChefs for next year’s party! Thank you for cooperating and following the directions of our fire 
wardens. Our wardens are well trained in their duty to assist families, staff and centre visitors from 
the workplace and to ensure that their designated area has been cleared. For future celebrations we 
will relocate the barbecue away from the smoke detectors!  

Santa 
It was interesting to hear the preschool children chat about Santa. They think our Eddie dresses as 
Santa for the Christmas party, and as Eddie was on leave on our party day, the children were 
concerned about his whereabouts and if Santa would actually arrive for the party!  
 

Transition Booklets 
By now each family will have received a Transition Booklet with information to prepare you for your 
child’s transition to the next room/section of the centre- including photos of the Educators who will 
be working with your child. We understand some transitions are a significant step not only for your 
child, but for you. Our educators are ready to welcome and support families through the transition 
process. If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to discuss these with your educators. Our 
aim is to have a positive transition, to build a trusting relationship and work in partnership with each 
family. We look forward to celebrating the achievements and growth of your child throughout the 
year. 

Goodwin Residents Visits 
The monthly visit from the Goodwin Aged Care Residents has finished for this year. This program not 
only benefits our centre community, it brings many benefits and joy for the residents. We received 
lovely feedback from the Activities Coordinator at Goodwin thanking the UPCCC community for the 
wonderful welcome and program we provide for them. Recently, Tiffany from the Music Engagement 
Program led a lovely singing session, with some old tunes that brought back memories for the 
residents. We look forward to the visits resuming from the end of January 2018. 

Thank you to our Management Committee 
On behalf of the staff, parents and children I would like to thank the members of our Management 
Committee for their ongoing support and service to UPCCC. The Management committee give their 
time voluntarily to manage the centre business which includes staffing, finances, policy review and 
policy development, staff and family issues and liaison with ANU and Government agencies. The 
committee are very generous in spending time supporting and caring for their staff and the families 
and ensuring the care and education for the children continues to exceed the National Quality 
Standards. We wish the members of the Management Committee a very happy and peaceful 
Christmas with their families and we look forward to a wonderful 2018. 
 

Time to say Goodbye to our Geckos 
Sadly, it is time to say goodbye to our special Gecko children and their families as they leave for their 
holidays and then commence primary school in February 2018. We have very fond memories of many 
of the Geckos from when they were little Gumnuts and it has been a special privilege for our 
educators to have been part of their journey for the past five years. This is the end of a long 
association with UPCCC for several families who have had two or three children previously enrolled. 
We wish the children and their families all the very best for the future, and we welcome your visits 
and emails to keep us updated on the children’s progress.  

  



Around the Rooms 
 

The current focus is on preparing the children to transition to their new room in January 2018. One 
positive outcome from the closure of the inner garden is, the Toddlers transitioning to preschool 
have had the opportunity to get to know the preschool teachers and the indoor and outdoor 
environments. The toddler and nursery children are very relaxed and keen about spending time in 
their new rooms. We encourage parents to visit their new room with their child each day, to 
familiarise their child and themselves with the environment and to get to know their new teachers. 
We believe if the parents are feeling positive and comfortable in the new environment, then your 
child will also feel comfortable and experience a positive transition. 

 

Nursery 

Gumnuts – language skills and exploring the world 

 

The Gumnut focus continues to be communication and language through exposure to a rich source of 
new vocabulary on a regular basis. The Gumnuts have also had opportunities to explore the world 
outside of the centre, with several walks across to play on the grassy slopes of the Crawford School 
Garden and most importantly, complete their outing with a babyccino at the Ivy & Fox.  

Possums – cooking and Toilet Learning 

 

The Possums commenced new learning journey about healthy eating and cooking. Some wonderful 
cooking opportunities have been taking such as using the orange squeezer to make fresh orange juice 
and making frozen yogurt – a tasty healthy treat for a hot day. Transition visits to Bilbies and 
Kookaburras are taking place with great success and enthusiasm from the children. For some of the 
Possums, toilet learning is a focus, with regular success for some children and for others, great 
interest and opportunities to use the toilet. 



 

 

Toddlers 

Bilbies – Camping, and creative experiences 
 

 

 

The Bilbies camping experience was a huge success, with the children having the opportunity to 
‘sleep-out’ in their tent in the play room. The camping experience culminated in collecting 
ingredients to make Wombat Stew, bowls of which were shared with Lynley and Jo. The children are 
now displaying interest in creative experiences using a variety of mediums both in and outdoors.  

 

Kookaburras – caring and kindness  
 

 

 

The Kookaburras are focused on caring and kindness toward one another and the wider community. 
Sharing morning tea and a sing-a-long with our friends from Goodwin Aged Care was very much 
enjoyed. Another gesture of kindness was making glasses of freshly squeezed orange juice for Jo and 
Eileen’s morning tea. Showing kindness toward the wider community is a difficult concept for young 
children to grasp however, the teachers have instigated a collection of non-perishable food which will 
be donated to a local church for distribution to those in need in our community.   

 

  



Preschool 
Excursions - both Preschool room have been involved in excursions recently.  These are an important 
part of the curriculum. They bring forward new lessons in community, relationships and exploration 
for the children to experience 

Echidnas – Museum visit  
 

 

A big thank you to Marandu and his Grandmother Margo, for inviting the Echidnas to tour the Seven 
Sister’s exhibition at the Australian National Museum. Margo is the curator of this exhibition and with 
Marandu’s help, they guided the children through the exhibition and learnt about the story of the 
Seven Sister’s through artwork, sculptures and digital experiences.   

 

Geckos – Shine Dome 
A big thank you to Melanie – Claudia’s mother for inviting the Gecko’s to visit the Shine Dome, one of 
the most unusual buildings built by the best scientists in Australia. The children had the opportunity 
to see the main auditorium, the Ian Wark Theatre and Melanie invited the Geckos to participate in 
some science experiments.  

We welcome parent involvement in our programs through visits to your workplace, or you are 
welcome to share your work or interests/hobbies at the centre.  

 

 

 

 
The Management & Staff Of UPCCC 

extend our very best wishes to all our families  

for a very happy, peaceful & safe Christmas holiday Season 


